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Summary: Devils Tower National Monument bases their closure on knowledge of routes and descents 

and frequent Peregrine nest monitoring. Access Fund is contacted by Devils Tower National Monument 

in order to frequently update mountain project.com raptor closure information (see below). Some 

routes are annually closed in order to protect nesting Falcons. Routes are frequently closed between 

March and July. During this time nesting activity is monitored by park staff. Routes reopen when no 

nesting activity is observed. Climbing near raptor nests stresses the birds and often leads to chick death.  

 

http://www.nps.gov/deto/planyourvisit/climbing.htm
http://www.mountainproject.com/v/devils-tower/105714267
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Each year from February 1 to July 31 some climbing crags are closed to protect nesting raptors. We will 

post the most current closure information for Eldorado Canyon, the Flatirons, and Boulder Canyon as it 

becomes available. 

The closures help protect long-established raptor nesting territory, including vital alternate nest sites. 

Undisturbed access to multiple nest sites is important for birds of prey, especially early in the nesting 

season, to give them a chance to visit multiple nests during courtship and to select a site for the season, 

free of human influence. 

“As part of a small team of volunteer climber-biologists, we install trail cameras on the cliffs before the 

nesting season and make observations to determine when and where the eagles choose to nest. Once 

nesting is confirmed by observations of incubation behavior and/or an egg, the USFS opens the other 

areas. Ongoing observations are used to keep track of the number of eagles fledged and sources of 

mortality. Once fledging is confirmed, the nest cliff is opened again to climbing. This is a collaborative 

effort built on trust and shared interest between the climbing community, biologists, and USFS, so please 

get the word out. (Knuckleheads who violate the closures to climb anyway, selfishly violate that trust, put 

the eagles at risk of nest failure, and face a hefty fine.)  

Climbers played essential roles in the research and recovery of peregrine falcons and Sierra bighorn 

sheep, and brought the California condor back from the brink of extinction. It is our time to do our part 

again, and respect the closures when they are in effect, as golden eagles face an uncertain future 

because of threats from wind turbines, lead contamination, electrocutions, and habitat loss.” 

Rob Roy Ramey II, Ph.D.  

climber-biologist 

  

http://boulderclimbers.org/we-must-respect-land-closures/
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http://www.nps.gov/neri/planyourvisit/climbing.htm


 

 



 


