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1. Introduction. Clifton Climbers Alliance, a nonprofit, section 501(c)(3) tax-exempt 

organization (“CCA”), has recently acquired ownership of a significant portion of Eagle Bluff, a 

rock climbing area located in Clifton, Maine, with funding provided in part by the Land for 

Maine’s Future Program. The purpose of this Climbing Management Plan is to set forth how 

CCA will manage climbing-specific activities on the cliff itself. This Climbing Management 

Plan is not intended to address any related management issues, such as parking, trails, human 

waste, etc. 

 

2. Background. Eagle Bluff is a steep granite cliff up to 250’ high, composed of the 

Lucerne granite, a coarse-grained crystalline rock that tends to form large unbroken faces with 

few cracks. Rock climbing protection is primarily from bolted anchors. Climbing activity has 

occurred on Eagle Bluff at least since 1970, and it is regarded as well-developed, with little 

remaining scope for additional routes. No fragile plant communities or other vulnerable 

biological or cultural resources have been identified that might be jeopardized by continuing 

climbing activity at Eagle Bluff. Birds may nest seasonally on ledges, especially under the large 

overhangs in the middle of the cliff.  

 

3. General Approach. CCA intends for Eagle Bluff to be open to the public for climbing 

without restrictions, except as noted in this Climbing Management Plan. CCA does not currently 

intend to maintain any sign-in systems, passes, permits, or use quotas at Eagle Bluff. 

 

4. Climbing Management Committee. CCA intends to maintain a Climbing Management 

Committee, reporting to CCA’s Board of Directors, that is charged with reviewing ongoing 

climbing activities. The Climbing Management Committee will also be responsible for 

periodically reviewing and updating this Climbing Management Plan, and making 

recommendations to CCA’s Board of Directors as to any needed changes. 

 

5. Fixed Protection. The bolts and other fixed protection at Eagle Bluff are of varying ages 

and qualities. Climbers may make use of fixed protection at their own risk, and CCA assumes no 

responsibility for the location or condition of any fixed gear. However, CCA encourages 

replacement of aging fixed gear, subject to the following: 

 

A. All new or replacement hardware must meet minimum requirements, which will 

be reviewed from time to time by the Climbing Management Committee. At 

present, the minimum standards for bolt anchors include (i) 3/8” stainless steel 

bolts, preferably of a sleeve-type design for ease of future replacement; 

(ii) stainless steel hangers; and (iii) stainless steel belay or rappel anchors that are 

specifically manufactured for climbing purposes. Mixing of stainless and non-

stainless alloys is strongly discouraged. Placement of fixed pitons should be 
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avoided. CCA may purchase appropriate equipment for replacing existing fixed 

hardware, and make such equipment available to volunteers, if funds are 

available. 

 

B. Existing fixed protection may be replaced on a one-for-one basis without any 

review or approval by the Climbing Management Committee, as long as the 

above standards are met. Existing fixed pitons may be replaced by bolts on a one-

for-one basis. One-for-one replacement includes minor relocation of existing 

fixed hardware for safety reasons, such as bolts placed in loose blocks or flakes, 

or bolt locations that would subject ropes or carabiners to sharp edges in the event 

of a fall. 

 

C. The Climbing Management Committee will periodically inventory and assess 

existing fixed protection, maintain a prioritized list of fixed protection that is 

recommended for replacement, and make this list available to volunteers.  

 

D. The Climbing Management Committee will have a process to review proposals 

for any new fixed anchors, other than one-for-one replacements as set forth above. 

The Climbing Management Committee may request public input on such 

proposals. New fixed anchors approved by the Climbing Management Committee 

will be specified in writing, and the Climbing Management Committee will keep 

a record of such approvals. 

 6. Resource Closures. The Climbing Management Committee may restrict access to 

portions of the cliff from time to time as needed to protect identified natural or cultural 

resources. For example, the Climbing Management Committee may post signs requesting 

climbers to avoid certain routes during bird nesting activity. The Climbing Management 

Committee may request public input on the scope and necessity of any resource-related closures. 

 


