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INTRODUCTION	  
In	  2014,	  the	  Rocky	  Mountain	  Field	  Institute	  (RMFI)	  and	  the	  Bureau	  of	  Land	  Management	  (BLM)	  
initiated	  a	  partnership	  with	  the	  Pikes	  Peak	  Climbers	  Alliance	  (PPCA)	  to	  develop	  a	  plan	  for	  the	  
future	  maintenance	  and	  management	  of	  the	  Shelf	  Road	  Recreation	  Area.	  The	  PPCA	  is	  a	  relatively	  
new,	  all-‐volunteer	  climbing	  advocacy	  non-‐profit	  based	  in	  Colorado	  Springs	  focused	  primarily	  on	  
the	  sustainability	  of	  existing	  climbing	  resources	  in	  the	  Pikes	  Peak	  Region.	  Efforts	  are	  currently	  
underway	  to	  evaluate	  the	  current	  status	  of	  the	  area	  and	  to	  develop	  future	  goals	  and	  objectives	  to	  
address	  the	  growing	  maintenance	  and	  restoration	  needs	  of	  the	  area.	  As	  a	  first	  step,	  a	  public	  user	  
survey	  was	  developed	  and	  administered	  with	  the	  goal	  of	  gathering	  information	  on	  current	  usage	  
as	  well	  as	  the	  opinions	  and	  satisfaction	  of	  users	  regarding	  area	  access,	  facilities,	  and	  
management.	  This	  report	  details	  the	  results	  of	  the	  user	  survey.	  A	  narrative	  summary	  of	  the	  
survey	  is	  presented	  first	  followed	  by	  a	  comprehensive	  numerical	  summary	  for	  each	  survey	  
question.	  Commentary	  from	  respondents	  who	  entered	  feedback	  in	  text	  form	  is	  included	  in	  
Appendix	  B.	  
	  
BACKGROUND	  
Climbers	  first	  discovered	  Shelf	  Road	  Recreation	  Area	  in	  the	  mid-‐1980s.	  Since	  that	  time,	  Shelf	  
Road,	  located	  approximately	  10	  miles	  north	  of	  Cañon	  City,	  Colorado,	  has	  become	  a	  world-‐
renowned	  destination	  for	  sport	  climbing.	  Today,	  the	  area	  boasts	  more	  than	  850	  bolted	  routes	  on	  
its	  extensive	  spread	  of	  quality,	  vertical	  limestone	  cliffs.	  RMFI	  first	  began	  working	  with	  the	  BLM	  
in	  1991	  to	  address	  recreational	  impacts	  from	  increasing	  climbing	  use.	  Since	  that	  time,	  RMFI	  has	  
mobilized	  thousands	  of	  volunteers,	  both	  within	  and	  outside	  of	  the	  climbing	  community,	  to	  
construct	  a	  sustainable	  trail	  infrastructure	  linking	  climbing	  areas,	  parking	  lots,	  and	  
campgrounds.	  	  
	  
Despite	  RMFI’s	  extensive	  history	  of	  working	  at	  Shelf	  Road	  and	  its	  long-‐standing	  partnership	  
with	  the	  BLM,	  there	  is	  a	  need	  for	  a	  group	  dedicated	  specifically	  to	  addressing	  the	  increased	  user	  
density	  in	  the	  area	  including	  the	  monitoring	  and	  management	  of	  visitor	  capacity	  and	  
satisfaction,	  a	  service	  beyond	  what	  RMFI	  is	  currently	  able	  to	  provide.	  To	  address	  this	  need,	  the	  
PPCA	  formed	  a	  Shelf	  Road	  Committee	  comprised	  of	  PPCA	  board	  members,	  current	  and	  former	  
RMFI	  staff,	  and	  other	  partners	  familiar	  with	  climbing	  issues	  at	  Shelf	  Road.	  The	  first	  goal	  of	  the	  
committee	  was	  to	  develop	  and	  distribute	  a	  user	  survey	  to	  obtain	  information	  and	  opinions	  on	  
usage,	  facilities,	  and	  management	  of	  the	  area.	  The	  33-‐question	  online	  survey	  (Appendix	  A)	  was	  
developed	  and	  administered	  by	  RMFI	  and	  was	  distributed	  with	  the	  help	  of	  the	  BLM,	  PPCA,	  
Access	  Fund,	  American	  Alpine	  Club,	  Boulder	  Climbing	  Community,	  Colorado	  Mountain	  Club,	  
Sierra	  Club,	  and	  other	  partner	  organizations.	  The	  survey	  was	  accessible	  between	  November	  
2014	  and	  January	  2015,	  and	  a	  total	  of	  257	  responses	  were	  recorded.	  This	  report	  presents	  the	  
responses	  in	  both	  summary	  and	  detailed	  form.	  Results	  of	  the	  survey	  will	  help	  guide	  the	  Shelf	  
Road	  Committee,	  the	  BLM,	  and	  RMFI	  in	  determining	  short-‐	  and	  long-‐term	  goals	  and	  objectives	  
to	  protect	  the	  area,	  and	  to	  further	  establish	  the	  new	  partnership.	  
	  
The	  survey	  was	  divided	  into	  five	  segments,	  each	  containing	  questions	  pertaining	  to	  a	  different	  
area	  of	  interest:	  

• I.	  Area	  Usage	  –	  The	  first	  section	  of	  the	  survey	  dealt	  with	  the	  frequency	  and	  duration	  of	  
the	  respondents’	  visits	  to	  Shelf	  Road,	  as	  well	  as	  their	  activities	  of	  choice	  while	  visiting.	  	  
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• II.	  On-‐Site	  Amenities,	  Access,	  and	  Capacity	  –	  The	  second	  section	  of	  the	  survey	  asked	  
respondents	  about	  their	  perceptions	  regarding	  existing	  camping	  areas,	  access	  trails,	  
roads,	  facilities,	  and	  visitor	  volume.	  Participants	  were	  given	  the	  opportunity	  to	  provide	  
additional	  feedback	  in	  paragraph	  form.	  

• III.	  Nearby	  Amenities	  and	  Area	  Resources	  –	  The	  third	  section	  of	  the	  survey	  asked	  
respondents	  how,	  or	  if,	  they	  utilized	  existing	  resources	  in	  nearby	  Cañon	  City	  while	  
visiting	  Shelf	  Road.	  

• IV.	  Management	  Issues	  –	  The	  fourth	  section	  of	  the	  survey	  gave	  respondents	  the	  
opportunity	  to	  rate	  their	  level	  of	  concern	  with	  a	  variety	  of	  issues	  common	  on	  public	  
lands.	  	  

• V.	  User	  Demographics	  –	  The	  last	  section	  of	  the	  survey	  gathered	  information	  about	  the	  
respondents	  including	  their	  home	  location,	  gender,	  age,	  and	  involvement	  in	  climbing	  
organizations.	  Respondents	  were	  also	  given	  the	  opportunity	  to	  submit	  their	  contact	  
information	  to	  the	  survey	  administrators	  indicating	  their	  interest	  in	  receiving	  future	  
communications	  about	  ways	  to	  become	  involved	  in	  the	  forthcoming	  initiatives	  to	  care	  for	  
the	  area.	  

	  
SUMMARY	  OF	  RESPONSES	  BY	  SEGMENT	  
	  

I.	  Area	  Usage	  
	  

• 64%	  of	  respondents	  reported	  they	  spend	  between	  1-‐10	  total	  days	  per	  year	  at	  Shelf	  Road.	  
21%	  reported	  they	  spend	  11-‐21	  days	  per	  year,	  and	  the	  remaining	  15%	  reported	  they	  
spend	  more	  than	  20	  days	  per	  year	  at	  Shelf	  (ranges	  in	  this	  answer	  category	  varied	  from	  
25	  days	  to	  100+	  days).	  

• 97%	  of	  respondents	  reported	  they	  take	  part	  in	  sport	  climbing	  at	  Shelf	  Road,	  far	  more	  
than	  any	  other	  reported	  activity.	  	  

• 49%	  of	  respondents	  reported	  they	  most	  often	  camp	  while	  visiting	  Shelf	  Road.	  	  
o Of	  the	  respondents	  who	  camp,	  49%	  preferred	  to	  stay	  at	  the	  Bank	  Campground,	  

while	  34%	  preferred	  the	  Sand	  Gulch	  Campground.	  Another	  10%	  filled	  in	  an	  
“Other”	  text	  response,	  most	  of	  which	  stated	  that	  they	  had	  no	  preference	  between	  
the	  two	  campgrounds.	  Of	  those	  comments,	  many	  mentioned	  they	  would	  choose	  
the	  campground	  whose	  sites	  were	  not	  already	  fully	  occupied.	  Seven	  respondents	  
reported	  dispersed	  camping,	  camping	  on	  or	  near	  private	  property,	  closer	  to	  town,	  
and	  off	  of	  the	  road.	  

• Other	  activities	  reported	  (in	  decreasing	  order	  of	  number	  of	  respondents)	  include	  hiking,	  
trad	  climbing,	  mountain	  biking,	  4-‐wheeling,	  dirt	  biking,	  running,	  and	  (nearby)	  rafting.	  	  	  	  

	  
II.	  On-‐Site	  Amenities,	  Access,	  and	  Capacity	  

	  
• A	  range	  of	  responses	  was	  given	  with	  regard	  to	  level	  of	  satisfaction	  of	  the	  camping	  areas.	  

A	  very	  common	  theme	  among	  responses	  and	  commentary	  was	  that	  there	  were	  not	  
enough	  campsites	  in	  the	  area	  to	  accommodate	  the	  high	  demand	  for	  them	  (Appendix	  B).	  	  	  	  
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• When	  asked	  about	  camping	  fees,	  77%	  of	  respondents	  felt	  the	  current	  fee	  amounts	  ($7.00	  
for	  individual	  sites	  and	  $14.00	  for	  group	  sites)	  were	  fair	  and	  appropriate.	  The	  current	  
fees	  were	  rated	  too	  high	  by	  10%	  of	  respondents,	  and	  too	  low	  by	  5%.	  	  

• When	  asked	  if	  the	  BLM	  should	  implement	  a	  campground	  reservation	  system,	  69%	  of	  
respondents	  rejected	  the	  idea,	  favoring	  the	  current	  walk-‐in	  system.	  In	  contrast,	  15%	  
thought	  reservations	  should	  be	  required	  for	  group	  sites	  only,	  and	  4%	  thought	  
reservations	  should	  be	  required	  for	  all	  sites.	  Another	  5%	  entered	  comments,	  the	  majority	  
of	  which	  suggested	  a	  blend	  of	  reservation-‐required	  and	  walk-‐in	  for	  both	  group	  and	  
individual	  sites.	  

• 68%	  of	  respondents	  reported	  being	  very	  satisfied	  with	  the	  trails,	  while	  24%	  were	  
somewhat	  satisfied.	  Only	  2%	  reported	  being	  somewhat	  dissatisfied	  with	  the	  trails	  and	  
none	  reported	  being	  very	  dissatisfied.	  Some	  commentary	  on	  this	  topic	  was	  entered	  
(Appendix	  B).	  

• When	  asked	  if	  the	  current	  dirt	  access	  road	  leading	  to	  the	  Bank	  Campground	  and	  Upper	  
Day	  Use	  Parking	  Area	  should	  be	  re-‐aligned	  to	  improve	  its	  condition,	  56%	  of	  respondents	  
felt	  the	  road	  should	  be	  left	  as	  is.	  Approximately	  22%	  of	  respondents	  felt	  the	  road	  should	  
be	  improved,	  but	  only	  if	  left	  a	  primitive	  dirt	  road,	  while	  16%	  reported	  having	  no	  opinion	  
about	  road	  re-‐alignment.	  Only	  4%	  felt	  the	  road	  should	  be	  highly	  developed.	  	  

• Respondents	  were	  asked	  to	  list	  amenities	  they	  would	  like	  to	  see	  added	  to	  the	  area.	  
Approximately	  60%	  selected	  additional	  campsites,	  44%	  selected	  additional	  vault	  toilets,	  
23%	  selected	  additional	  parking	  lots,	  and	  6%	  selected	  additional	  informational	  features.	  
A	  small	  number	  of	  respondents	  entered	  their	  own	  commentary,	  which	  included	  drinking	  
water	  sources,	  trash	  containers,	  more	  hiking-‐	  and	  biking-‐specific	  trails,	  and	  wag	  bag	  
stations.	  	  	  	  

• On	  the	  topic	  of	  capacity,	  62%	  of	  respondents	  felt	  the	  current	  number	  of	  visitors	  at	  Shelf	  
was	  acceptable,	  20%	  felt	  there	  were	  too	  many	  visitors,	  and	  11%	  felt	  the	  area	  could	  
handle	  an	  increase.	  Twenty	  respondents	  submitted	  commentary	  on	  the	  topic	  (Appendix	  
B).	  

	  
III.	  Nearby	  Amenities	  and	  Area	  Resources	  

	  
• Respondents	  were	  asked	  to	  list	  the	  types	  of	  amenities	  used	  or	  obtained	  in	  Cañon	  City	  for	  

their	  visit(s)	  to	  Shelf	  Road.	  Approximately	  80%	  of	  respondents	  bought	  gasoline	  in	  Cañon	  
City,	  58%	  bought	  groceries,	  50%	  stopped	  at	  restaurants,	  7%	  stayed	  in	  a	  hotel,	  and	  4%	  
visited	  gear	  shops.	  “Other”	  commentary	  included	  amenities	  such	  as	  coffee,	  liquor	  stores,	  
and	  specific	  restaurant	  names.	  In	  contrast,	  13%	  reported	  obtaining	  all	  needed	  amenities	  
for	  their	  visits	  to	  Shelf	  Road	  outside	  of	  Cañon	  City.	  	  

• Respondents	  were	  given	  the	  opportunity	  to	  enter	  commentary	  about	  other	  amenities	  
they	  felt	  they	  would	  take	  advantage	  of	  in	  Cañon	  City	  if	  they	  existed	  (Appendix	  B).	  

• When	  asked	  about	  the	  informational	  resources	  used	  for	  planning	  their	  visit(s)	  to	  Shelf	  
Road,	  90%	  chose	  guide	  books,	  79%	  chose	  www.mountainproject.com,	  55%	  chose	  
friends/family,	  13%	  chose	  mobile	  apps,	  8%	  chose	  other	  internet	  sources,	  4%	  chose	  gear	  
shops,	  2%	  chose	  none,	  and	  a	  few	  listed	  other	  sources,	  namely	  weather	  apps	  or	  forecasts,	  
the	  American	  Alpine	  Club,	  and	  BLM.	  
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IV.	  Management	  Issues	  
	  

• Respondents	  were	  asked	  to	  rate	  their	  level	  of	  concern	  with	  a	  list	  of	  common	  problems	  
present	  on	  public	  lands.	  On	  average,	  respondents	  rated	  their	  concern	  with	  lack	  of	  
suitable	  campsites	  as	  slightly	  higher	  than	  moderate.	  Concerns	  rated	  slightly	  lower	  than	  
moderate	  (in	  descending	  order	  of	  average	  level	  of	  concern)	  included	  impacts	  to	  both	  
vegetation	  and	  soil,	  parking	  shortages,	  and	  crowd	  congestion.	  The	  lowest	  amount	  of	  
concern	  was	  expressed	  for	  lack	  of	  suitable	  facilities	  at	  access	  points,	  litter,	  and	  vandalism.	  

• Respondents	  were	  given	  the	  opportunity	  to	  comment	  on	  any	  other	  concerns	  they	  had	  
that	  were	  not	  listed	  in	  the	  survey	  options.	  A	  notable	  amount	  of	  comments	  mentioned	  
unruly	  or	  off-‐leash	  dogs,	  and	  also	  the	  need	  for	  some	  bolt	  replacement	  on	  routes.	  Many	  
other	  comments	  reiterated	  concerns	  regarding	  lack	  of	  campsites	  and	  parking	  and/or	  
congestion	  (Appendix	  B).	  

	  
V.	  User	  Demographics	  

	  
• All	  but	  two	  survey	  respondents	  resided	  in	  a	  zip	  code	  within	  Colorado.	  	  	  
• 68%	  of	  survey	  respondents	  were	  male	  while	  32%	  were	  female.	  
• More	  than	  two-‐thirds	  of	  the	  survey	  respondents	  were	  between	  the	  ages	  of	  21-‐40.	  	  
• 62%	  of	  respondents	  reported	  being	  current	  members	  of	  a	  rock	  climbing	  club	  or	  

organization.	  
• 30%	  of	  respondents	  submitted	  their	  contact	  information	  to	  receive	  future	  

communication	  from	  the	  Shelf	  Committee	  about	  stewardship	  opportunities.	  
	  
	  
RESPONSE	  DATA	  TABLES	  
	  

I.	  Area	  Usage	  
	  

How	  often	  do	  you	  visit	  Shelf	  Road	  Recreation	  Area?	  
	  

	  

Once	  per	  
year	  
9%	  

A	  few	  
times	  
per	  year	  
62%	  

Monthly	  
16%	  

Weekly	  
6%	  

Other	  
7%	   Once	  per	  year	   22	   9%	  

A	  few	  times	  per	  year	   160	   62%	  
Monthly	   42	   16%	  
Weekly	   14	   6%	  
Other	   19	   7%	  
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How	  many	  total	  days	  per	  year	  do	  you	  spend	  at	  Shelf?	  
	  

	  
	  
	  

Which	  activity,	  or	  activities,	  are	  you	  most	  often	  undertaking	  at	  Shelf?	  
	  

	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

163	  

55	  

17	   8	   4	   5	   5	  
0	  
20	  
40	  
60	  
80	  
100	  
120	  
140	  
160	  
180	  

1	  -‐	  10	   11	  -‐	  20	   21	  -‐	  30	   31	  -‐	  40	   41	  -‐	  50	   51	  -‐	  60	   61	  +	  

N
um

be
r	  
of
	  R
es
po
nd
en
ts
	  

Number	  of	  Days	  Per	  Year	  

0	   50	   100	   150	   200	   250	   300	  

Other	  	  

Camping	  

4-‐Wheeling	  

Dirt	  Biking	  

Mountain	  Biking	  

Hiking	  

Trad	  Climbing	  

Sport	  Climbing	  
Sport	  Climbing	   250	   97%	  
Trad	  Climbing	   19	   7%	  
Hiking	   41	   16%	  
Mountain	  Biking	   14	   5%	  
Dirt	  Biking	   3	   1%	  
4-‐Wheeling	   4	   2%	  
Camping	   126	   49%	  
Other	   7	   3%	  
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How	  long	  do	  you	  usually	  stay	  when	  you	  visit	  Shelf?	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
When	  camping	  overnight,	  which	  campground	  do	  you	  prefer	  to	  use?	  

	  

	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Day	  trip	  
only	  
22%	  

Overnig
ht	  

camping	  
71%	  

Other	  
7%	  

Sand	  
Gulch	  
34%	  

The	  
Bank	  
49%	  

I	  do	  not	  
camp	  
7%	   Other	  

10%	  

Day	  trip	  only	   57	   22%	  
Overnight	  Camping	   182	   71%	  
Other	   	  	  	  18	   	  	  	  7%	  
	  

Sand	  Gulch	  Campground	   85	   34%	  
The	  Bank	  Campground	   125	   49%	  
I	  do	  not	  camp	  overnight	  at	  Shelf	   16	   7%	  
Other	   25	   10%	  
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II.	  On-‐site	  Amenities,	  Access,	  and	  Capacity	  
	  

What	  is	  your	  level	  of	  satisfaction	  with	  the	  camping	  areas	  at	  Shelf	  Road?	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
What	  is	  your	  opinion	  of	  the	  current	  overnight	  camping	  fees?	  

	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

31%	  

36%	  

10%	  

14%	  

2%	  

7%	  

0	  

10	  

20	  

30	  

40	  

50	  

60	  

70	  

80	  

90	  

100	  

Very	  satisjied	   Somewhat	  
satisjied	  

Neutral	   Somewhat	  
dissatisjied	  

Very	  dissatisjied	   I	  do	  not	  camp	  
overnight	  at	  

Shelf	  

current	  
fees	  are	  
fair	  
77%	  

too	  high	  
10%	  

too	  low	  
5%	  

do	  not	  
camp..	  
8%	   The	  current	  fee	  amounts	  are	  fair	  

and	  appropriate	  
198	   77%	  

The	  current	  fees	  are	  too	  high	   26	   10%	  
The	  current	  fees	  are	  too	  low	   13	   5%	  
I	  do	  not	  camp	  overnight	  at	  Shelf	   19	   8%	  
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Should	  there	  be	  changes	  to	  the	  campground	  reservation	  process?	  
	  

	  
	  
	  

What	  is	  your	  level	  of	  satisfaction	  with	  the	  access/hiking	  trails	  at	  Shelf	  Road?	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

No	  
69%	  

Yes,	  for	  
all	  sites	  
4%	  

Yes,	  for	  
group	  

sites	  only	  
15%	  

I	  do	  not	  
camp	  
6%	  

Other	  
5%	  

69%	  

24%	  

4%	   2%	   0	   2%	  
0	  

20	  

40	  

60	  

80	  

100	  

120	  

140	  

160	  

180	  

200	  

Very	  satisjied	   Somewhat	  
satisjied	  

Neutral	   Somewhat	  
dissatisjied	  

Very	  dissatisjied	   I	  do	  not	  use	  the	  
access/hiking	  
trails	  at	  Shelf	  

No,	  keep	  the	  walk-‐in	  system	   178	   69%	  
Yes,	  reservations	  should	  be	  
required	  for	  all	  sites	  through	  
rec.gov	  (at	  an	  additional	  cost)	  

11	   4%	  

Yes,	  reservations	  should	  be	  
required	  for	  group	  sites	  only	  
through	  rec.gov	  (at	  an	  additional	  
cost)	  

39	   15%	  

I	  do	  not	  camp	  overnight	  at	  Shelf	   14	   6%	  
Other	   14	   5%	  
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Please	  share	  your	  thoughts	  on	  the	  current	  condition	  of	  the	  dirt	  access	  road	  to	  the	  Bank	  
Campground	  and	  Upper	  Day	  Use	  Parking	  Area.	  

In	  your	  opinion,	  should	  this	  road	  be	  re-‐aligned	  to	  improve	  its	  condition?	  
	  

Yes,	  if	  it’s	  kept	  a	  primitive	  dirt	  road.	   57	   22%	  
Yes,	  only	  if	  it	  is	  highly	  developed.	   11	   4%	  
No,	  the	  scar	  from	  the	  old	  road	  would	  be	  too	  ugly.	   8	   3%	  
No,	  the	  road	  is	  fine,	  leave	  it	  the	  way	  it	  is.	  	   136	   53%	  
I	  have	  no	  opinion	  about	  re-‐aligning	  this	  road.	   40	   16%	  
I	  do	  not	  use	  the	  access	  road	  to	  the	  Banks	  Campground	  or	  Upper	  Day	  Use	  Parking.	   4	   2%	  

	  
	  

Which	  of	  these	  amenities	  would	  you	  like	  to	  see	  added	  in	  the	  area?	  
	  

	  
	  
	  

What	  is	  your	  opinion	  of	  current	  visitor	  usage	  at	  Shelf	  Road?	  
	  

	  
	  

0	   50	   100	   150	   200	  

Other	  

None	  of	  the	  above	  

Additional	  parking	  lots	  

More	  informational	  features	  

More	  vault	  toilets	  

More	  campsites	  

Could	  
handle	  an	  
increase	  
11%	  

Current	  
number	  of	  
visitors	  is	  

ok	  
62%	  

Too	  many	  
users	  	  
20%	  

Other	  
8%	  

More	  campsites	   154	   60%	  
More	  vault	  toilets	   114	   44%	  
More	  informational	  
features	  (kiosks,	  maps,	  
etc.)	  

16	   6%	  

Additional	  parking	  lots	   60	   23%	  
None	  of	  the	  above	   46	   18%	  
Other	   23	   9%	  
	  

The	  area	  could	  handle	  an	  
increase	  in	  visitors	  

27	   11%	  

The	  current	  number	  of	  visitors	  
is	  ok	  

159	   62%	  

There	  are	  too	  many	  users	  at	  
Shelf	  

51	   20%	  

Other	   20	   8%	  
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III.	  Nearby	  Amenities	  and	  Area	  Resources	  
	  

Which	  of	  the	  following	  amenities	  do	  you	  frequently	  stop	  for	  in	  Canon	  City	  on	  your	  way	  to	  
or	  from	  Shelf	  Road?	  

	  

	  
	  
	  

What	  resources	  do	  you	  use	  to	  obtain	  information	  for	  your	  visits	  to	  Shelf?	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

0	   50	   100	   150	   200	   250	  

Other	  

I	  get	  all	  needed	  items	  
elsewhere	  

Gear	  shops	  

Restaurants	  

Hotels	  

Groceries	  

Gas	  

0	   50	   100	   150	   200	   250	  

Other	  

None	  of	  the	  above	  

Mobile	  apps	  

Other	  internet	  sources	  

mountainproject.com	  

Gear	  shops	  

Guide	  books	  

Friends/family	  

Gas	   205	   80%	  
Groceries	   150	   58%	  
Hotels	   18	   7%	  
Restaurants	   129	   50%	  
Gear	  shops	   9	   4%	  
I	  get	  all	  needed	  amenities	  for	  
my	  visits	  to	  Shelf	  elsewhere,	  not	  
in	  Cañon	  City	  

34	   13%	  

Other	   19	   7%	  
	  

Friends/family	   142	   55%	  
Guide	  books	   231	   90%	  
Gear	  shops	   10	   4%	  
MountainProject.com	   203	   79%	  
Other	  internet	  sources	   21	   8%	  
Mobile	  apps	   34	   13%	  
None	  of	  the	  above	   4	   2%	  
Other	   8	   3%	  
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IV.	  Management	  Issues	  
Please	  rate	  the	  following	  items	  by	  your	  level	  of	  concern	  with	  them	  in	  the	  area.	  	  

1	  =	  not	  a	  problem;	  5	  =	  serious	  problem	  
	  

Crowd	  congestion	  or	  long	  lines	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  
	  

Impacts	  to	  vegetation	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  
	  

Impacts	  to	  soil	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  

0	  

20	  

40	  

60	  

80	  

100	  

120	  

1	   2	   3	   4	   5	  

0	  

20	  

40	  

60	  

80	  

100	  

1	   2	   3	   4	   5	  

0	  

20	  

40	  

60	  

80	  

100	  

1	   2	   3	   4	   5	  

1	  (not	  a	  problem)	   38	   15%	  
2	   65	   25%	  
3	   98	   38%	  
4	   47	   18%	  
5	  (serious	  problem)	   9	   4%	  
	  

1	  (not	  a	  problem)	   34	   13%	  
2	   77	   30%	  
3	   81	   32%	  
4	   50	   19%	  
5	  (serious	  problem)	   15	   6%	  
	  

1	  (not	  a	  problem)	   38	   15%	  
2	   74	   29%	  
3	   82	   32%	  
4	   43	   17%	  
5	  (serious	  problem)	   20	   8%	  
	  

Average	  response	  =	  2.70	  

Average	  response	  =	  2.74	  

Average	  response	  =	  2.75	  
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Parking	  shortages	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  
	  

Lack	  of	  suitable	  facilities	  at	  access	  points	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  
	  

Lack	  of	  suitable	  campsites	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  

0	  
10	  
20	  
30	  
40	  
50	  
60	  
70	  
80	  

1	   2	   3	   4	   5	  

0	  

20	  

40	  

60	  

80	  

100	  

1	   2	   3	   4	   5	  

0	  
10	  
20	  
30	  
40	  
50	  
60	  
70	  
80	  

1	   2	   3	   4	   5	  

1	  (not	  a	  problem)	   43	   17%	  
2	   76	   30%	  
3	   61	   24%	  
4	   62	   24%	  
5	  (serious	  problem)	   15	   6%	  
	  

1	  (not	  a	  problem)	   79	   31%	  
2	   84	   33%	  
3	   51	   20%	  
4	   32	   12%	  
5	  (serious	  problem)	   11	   4%	  
	  

1	  (not	  a	  problem)	   35	   14%	  
2	   53	   21%	  
3	   55	   21%	  
4	   70	   27%	  
5	  (serious	  problem)	   44	   17%	  
	  

Average	  response	  =	  2.73	  

Average	  response	  =	  3.14	  

Average	  response	  =	  2.27	  
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Vandalism	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  
	  

Litter	  
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0	  

20	  

40	  

60	  

80	  

100	  

120	  

1	   2	   3	   4	   5	  

1	  (not	  a	  problem)	   141	   55%	  
2	   75	   29%	  
3	   30	   12%	  
4	   11	   4%	  
5	  (serious	  problem)	   0	   0%	  
	  

1	  (not	  a	  problem)	   65	   25%	  
2	   100	   39%	  
3	   58	   23%	  
4	   29	   11%	  
5	  (serious	  problem)	   5	   2%	  
	  

Average	  response	  =	  1.65	  

Average	  response	  =	  2.26	  
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V.	  User	  Demographics	  
	  

In	  what	  zip	  code	  do	  you	  reside?	  
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What	  is	  your	  gender?	  
	  

	  
	  

What	  is	  your	  age?	  
	  

	  
	  

Are	  you	  a	  member	  of	  a	  rock	  climbing	  club	  or	  organization?	  
	  

	  
	  

Male	  
68%	  

Female	  
32%	  

0	   20	   40	   60	   80	   100	  

51+	  

41-‐50	  

31-‐40	  

21-‐30	  

20	  or	  younger	  

Yes	  
62%	  

No	  
38%	  

Male	   174	   68%	  
Female	   81	   32%	  
Transgender	   0	   0%	  
	  

20	  years	  or	  younger	   13	   5%	  
21-‐30	   93	   36%	  
31-‐40	   80	   31%	  
41-‐50	   47	   18%	  
51	  years	  or	  wiser	   24	   9%	  
	  

Yes	   159	   62%	  
No	   98	   38%	  
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APPENDIX	  A:	  Survey	  
	  
	  

	  



Rocky	  Mountain	  Field	  Institute	  
Shelf	  Road	  Recreation	  Area	  User	  Survey	  Report	  

17	  
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APPENDIX	  B:	  Comments	  
	  

If	  dissatisfied	  with	  the	  camping	  areas,	  what	  would	  you	  like	  to	  see	  improved?	  
	  

1- Have an extra bathroom for both Campground 
2- Improve tent setup area especially the bank 

A few more sites would be nice. We have had to camp in the big parking area at the bank a few times. 

A few more sites. 

A second bathroom would be a nice addition. Maybe space out the campsites more?  

A second restroom at the Bank campsite would be nice but is certainly not needed. 

Add sites. 

Additional pit toilets.  

Bathrooms 
Both campgrounds need additional sites. Campgrounds are often completely full Friday afternoon on popular 
weekends. With those additional sites there is/will be the need for 1 additional pit toilet at each campground. In 
my opinion there is room for more sites in the meadow at Sand gulch and across the road at the Bank. 
Camping fills up very rapidly on the weekends. If you want a designated camp site in peak fall/spring season at 
either Sand Gulch or the Bank you have to arrive early on Friday. 

Campsites are on top of each other. Loud parties. Not enough sites for number of people 

cut wood left so campers would leave the trees alone. 

definitely additional toliets needed. Potable spiget water would be nice 

designated overflow camping and more camp sites at the bank 

For the amount of users this campground and parking lot gets, another outhouse would be nice. 
Having a second pit toilet at each would be a big help. May prevent people from relieving themselves 
elsewhere. 
High use has prompted folks to crowd into camp areas, only problem I have had with this is noise and too many 
campfires that are not needed. Maybe there is an opportunity for a group camp area where it is more 
communal - think The Pines at Arapiles Australia.  

Honestly, more camping. 
I am very satisfied with the existing sites, however as you all know, there is a need for expanded camping 
options.  
I only say somewhat because lately there just isn't enough camping, unfortunately. Otherwise, I'm totally happy. 
Obviously, it would be fantastic to have running water, but I wouldn't want that to sacrifice anything else about 
it. 

I wish they weren't so concentrated. People are on top of each other there which causes user conflicts. 
I would like to see the camping at the Bank and Sand Gulch extended to alleviate overcrowding and remove 
the temptation to illegally camp in nearby areas.  
I'm worried about the impact that we are all making by camping with cars outside of driveways and in illegal 
sites. We've all done it though. There are just too many people. Could we add more sites at Sand gulch?  
I've been going to shelf for long enough to see the fees go from free to $4 to $7 without any improvements to 
the campgrounds. One shitter / campground is unreal, and the quantity of sites has not changed either during 
this time. If BLM is going to make profit on these sites, they should at least add more toilets, and sites. 

Ideally, the number of camp sites could be expanded, especially at the Bank campground. It's gotten to the 
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point that if you don't arrive fairly early on a Friday, you won't get a site for the entire weekend. 

In general I am very satisfied but the number of campsites is not able to accommodate the number of climbers 
who would like to camp there during peak season. 

Increase the number of campsites 
It is so hard to find a spot and stay within the rules. The camping is extremely limited to the number of users. I 
feel like there should be more, and the number of people/cars at a sight should be increased. An additional fee 
would be fine.  
Another issue is the access to water. Typically when I pay for camping there is a place to fill water. The fee 
seems disproportionate to amenities provided. 

It needs more camping spaces. Often, there are no available sites on a weekend. 
It would be great if there were water available. It also seems like the sites fill quickly on weekends and lead to 
stress about availability. This often prevents me from making the drive, since I do not want to get shut out of 
camping. 

It would be nice if there were more camping sites and more than one pit toilet. 

it's pretty loud and i don't think there is any way to mitigate that 

Its time to make more. Add another bathroom and more sites. Isn't that part of why fees were increased? 

Just one more outhouse. Sometimes the line can be really long! 

Lack of availability. 
lower fees. At $7 a night with no services and a gross outhouse, what on earth are we paying for.  
$5 max per night.  
 
More space, another outhouse.  
Many times do not get the chance to camp at The Bank because full. Also, on busy weekends often waiting in 
long line at single restroom. Could be helpful to have water available as we have to buy jugs if traveling with a 
bigger group. Higher fees would be justified if second restroom or water connection available at both the bank 
or sand gulch. Also would help to have second group site in each area.  
more and bigger camp sites 
bigger day use parking area 

More bathrooms. I'd pay a higher camping fee for another toilet at both campgrounds. 

More camp sites 

More camp sites and more pit toilets. 

More camp sites are needed.  
More camp sites in general, but also more group sites. It's very difficult to find camping when you work 9-5 and 
go down on a Friday evening or Saturday morning. 

More camping 
More camping in general. But definitely more camping away from the masses. Also, have two toilets instead of 
one at the trailheads and campgrounds would be a huge benefit on busy weekends. 

More camping, more bathrooms 
More campsites and more bathrooms. Even if extra campsites are very primitive. The campsites are constantly 
overfilled with people camping where they're not supposed to. Parking areas need to be expanded also. 

More campsites and more pit toilets. 

More campsites built, possibly another pit toilet added at each campground 

More campsites in peak season there is sometimes no spots left 



Rocky	  Mountain	  Field	  Institute	  
Shelf	  Road	  Recreation	  Area	  User	  Survey	  Report	  

26	  

More campsites would be nice 

More campsites! 
More campsites. I see people camping in the lots and on land that is not designated for camping. I have even 
seen people starting fires in non camp sites.  
More bathrooms as well.  

More campsites. The demand far outweighs the supply. 
More capacity. The new tent pads are great and tables are nice but over the last handful of years there are at 
least twice as many campers as their are spots. There needs to be another bathroom at both campgrounds 
with another 20+ sites at Sand Gulch. Also increasing the fees to $10 per night is easily justified based on 
supply and demand. 

More group sites and more sites overall. It is always hard to get a site on a friday. 

More of it 
More outhouses and more campsites. Areas are very crowded, creating long lines and not having a place to 
camp for many who come in on Saturdays. 

More restrooms.  

More sites 

More sites would be nice, but the impact to the area is a more important consideration. 

more sites, less $$$ 

More sites. 

More sites. More cars allowed per site. Running water would be great!  

More toilets 

N/A 

Need more camping areas.. Or possibly larger ones that can host more people willing to share a site. 

Need more camping. Lots of room to expand the Sand Gulch CG.  

Need more capacity. On busy weekends finding a campsite can be very difficult/impossible. 

Need more sites 
Need more sites.  
If you don't leave early on Friday, you don't get a site.  

Need more spaces! 

Needs more camping spots 

Not enough camping spots 

Not enough campsites 

Not enough sites. 

On site water is the only key thing lacking. 

Opened up land (depending on ownership) of the north side of Sand Gulch for camping. 
Please add another toilet. The line is often 5-6 people deep in the morning. Running water would be 
AWESOME!!!!  
Sadly it has gotten so crowded that we need additional sites and toilet facilities so that overflow camping in not 
established sites does not ruin the place. 
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Shelf has seen such a great increase in use since I first started going in 1995. I know the BLM doesn't have the 
funds to continually improve the area such as rebuilding tent pads, cleaning and stocking the toilets and 
patrolling to ensure people actually pay. It has become more popular than there is capacity to camp and even 
park. Additional camping at The Bank would help alleviate this issue. I don't suggest Sand Gulch because most 
people don't climb at the lower walls, but rather drive up the hill to get to Cactus. By adding more camping at 
The Bank, more people are up top and less cars are filling the day parking areas. 
Shelf is just generally overcrowded. Given it's immense popularity, it would benefit from more designated camp 
sites to help keep in people in appropriate areas and reduce impact.  
Shelf Road needs to have triple capacity as what it currently is. 
Triple the campsite is what is needed compare to now. 

Sometimes it´s too crowded. 
The campgrounds tend to be extremely full on weekends. Capacity limits are understandable, and if expansion 
options are not another option it would be helpful to have signs or suggestions of other places to go when 
arriving after dark on a Friday night. Another latrine would also be helpful since there is a often a long wait in 
the mornings. 
The camping is great, but there is just more demand than space allows. Additional camping, or at least more 
defined overflow camping, would help. The restrooms are maintained quite well, but additional restroom 
facilities would be a welcome addition, too. 

The campsite capacity needs to expand greatly. It's often very difficult to get camping on the weekends 

The campsites are nice and in good locations, but too often at capacity without options for those arriving late. 
The largest current problem is overuse of both campground areas during peak season (September - April). This 
is causing people to camp in non-designated spots and create more impact. I can't say I have a good solution, 
but the high use during fall, winter, and spring needs to be addressed. 
The only thing that comes to mind is the tent spots. Sometimes they are to rocky or solid to get tent stakes into 
the ground. 
The past few times we've camped at Shelf the group sites have been out of control. Way to many people and 
cars, too much noise and the place has been left a mess. I think the amenities are great, unfortunately there 
are some in the climbing community that are immature and very inconsiderate. I hate to say it, but more 
oversight/"policing" might me in order.  

The sites fill up quickly. It seems like more sites could be added 
There need to be more sites. People have to arrive very early on a friday or even thursday to get a site on busy 
weekends. Those that don't get a site are still going to find a way to stay and climb. It would be nice if there 
were a legitimate, sustainable place for the overflow.  

There needs to be limits how long people can stay. leave trash behind and don't clean up after themselves. 
There simply are not enough camp sites. In the spring, you have to arrive on Friday morning to secure a spot 
for the weekend. 

Very satisfied, but it would be really nice to have a second stall in Bank vault toilet.  

Water at the campsite would be sweet! 

Water please! 

Water source 
We need at least two toilets at each camping area; there is always a line for the toilet. 
 
Also need an overflow camping area - no tables, firepits, or tent platforms needed, just a place where I'm 
allowed to park and set up a tent when the campsites are all full. 

We need more camp sites. 

We stay at the campgrounds on occasion and the amenities are very good. 
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If	  dissatisfied	  with	  the	  trails,	  what	  would	  you	  like	  to	  see	  improved?	  
	  
A little more signage  

actual trails. Not jeep roads. Mountain bike trail network.  

bad signs  

better markings and erosion control  

Better signage 
I truly appreciate all the hard work put in to the access trails at the Piggy Bank area, that is the area I use the 
most. 
I would be happy to help with trail work...trails by the Gym and New Gym areas are terrible. Trails by Cactus 
and the Bank are great. Lots of overgrowth in places that could be cut back. If provided with equipment and 
instruction, I would be happy to help out with trail maintenance.  

I would like to see additional trails that aren't specifically designed for climbing access. The area is incredibly 
beautiful and the emphasis on climbing might discourage other visitors. I think that BLM could do a better job 
marketing the trails/trail system. This would be best achieved through improved maps and access to maps.  
I'm not sure if there is a maintained trail to the Great Black North, but last time I went there I couldn't find it. 
These routes are fun and challenging and may spread out some of the experiences climbers if there was better 
access. 

It would be nice if there were more signs. 

Just a few more cairns would be helpful 

Less talk more climb 
Let's be honest, the trails there are some of the best climbing access trails/belay ledges that I have seen. One 
of the only other crag trails that I have seen that I would say is better is Smith rock. The belay ledges there are 
pretty amazing. That being said, the trails at Shelf Road are amazing, though obviously there is plenty more 
that needs to be done and maintained. 
Love the trail construction and maintenance I have seen at Shelf, as well as the signage - would like to see 
more of the same.  

More signs giving directions to specific crags would be great -- lots of new development! 

Motorcycle Singletrack 
Perhaps the trails on the Northside such as off of banks could be improved, such as steps to help when things 
become icey. 
 
More and better mountain biking trails would be a nice addition. 

Signage 

Slightly better signage/mapping at the parking lots. 

Sorry, can't remember. More obstructions to minimize trail-braiding in general. 
The trail building efforts over the years by RMI and Access Fund, some of which I was a participant have 
helped greatly. However, the abundance of social trails have developed near the beginnings of Cactus Cliff and 
it is causing serious erosion.  

The trail work is awesome, but I know that they are that way because of climber groups like yours; thanks! 
The trails are greatly improved over the last 5 years, they are stable and easy to follow and there is hardly any 
off-trail travel anymore. 

the trails to the popular walls are very good. over time, the trails to the less popular walls will probably improve 



Rocky	  Mountain	  Field	  Institute	  
Shelf	  Road	  Recreation	  Area	  User	  Survey	  Report	  

29	  

as well. 

There are some hiking that could be worked on to lower obvious hiker erosion. 
There could be improved signage in some areas (such as the Sand Gulch river) to direct users and in other 
areas to keep user impact concentrated on the built trails. 
There should be more hiking and running trails. This would be a great area for improved trails, not just to 
access climbing. 

Trails to climbing areas  
What can I say? The trail system is amazing.so much work has gone into it over the years. However, it seems 
like there is always something else that needs attention: maintenance/repairs and fortifying staging areas 
seems to be endless out there. 
While much work has been done to make many of the access trails at Shelf more sustainable more work 
definitely needs to be done. Addressing staging/belay areas that have erosion issues would also be a 
worthwhile. 
	  
	  

What	  is	  your	  opinion	  of	  current	  visitor	  usage	  at	  Shelf?	  
	  

Amenities could be improved to accommodate the amount of visitors 

Connect seep springs to sand gulch area and allow more atv opertunities 

during peak season, there are not enough campsite 

From my perspective, visitation seems heavily concentrated on the weekends and holidays. 

I have only visited Shelf in October, at this time of year the number of people at the cliff was very reasonable 

I'm torn between saying there are too many and the number is ok. 
It depends on the season. I believe by focusing on other uses (besides climbing) the area could handle 
additional visitors.  
It seems that cactus cliff area is highly trafficked and I do worry sometimes that it won't be able to sustain that 
level of use. 
It would be fine if the current visitors cleaned up after themselves, otherwise, please do not increase the 
amount of visitors! 

It's pretty busy and popular, that's for sure 

no opinion 

Not there enough to make a choice 

Some days are very congested, others are not. It depends on a lot of factors. 

The area can only handle more if the campsites are scaled in relation to the number of visitors. 

The area could handle an increase in visitors 

The current number of visitors is ok 

The infrastructure should be trilpled, campsites and vault toilets. 

The limiting factor appears to be the number of camping and parking spaces 

There are a high number of users relative to the amount of camping and parking provided 

There are a lot of users at Shelf, an increase is likely. Plans should be made to accommodate additional users.  
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There are too many users at Shelf 

too many users for current amenities 

Weekend usage is bad. Mid week, no problem  
	  
	  
Are	  there	  other	  amenities	  you	  would	  take	  advantage	  of	  in	  Cañon	  City	  if	  they	  existed?	  

	  
a gearshop and climb gym!! 

A good brewpub! 

A hostel.  

A place to fill up water jugs and a place to take a shower. 

A place to shower, like a $5 shower spot. 

A water spigot at the camp ground would be nice. 

better food choices! 

Better restaurants. 

BNB 

Bummed the coffee shop closed 

Cabin rentals 

Cafe/restaurant with vegan food. There currently is none at all. 
Cheaper lodging, esp for single overnight trips.  
More restaurants providing quality fare.  
Climbing gear 
Clothing  

climbing shop and store other than wall mart 

Climbing shop. 
Coffee shop, breakfast place, ice cream shop 
 
climbers campground 

Coffee shop/Breakfast place for the way out. 

Fire wood at a reasonable price... 

Firewood 

firewood  

Gear 

Gear shop 

Gear shop but they keep going out of business. 

Gear Shop, better restaurant 

Gear shop. 



Rocky	  Mountain	  Field	  Institute	  
Shelf	  Road	  Recreation	  Area	  User	  Survey	  Report	  

31	  

Gear Shops 

Healthy fast food 

Healthy food  
High-quality gear shop - Big 5 and Wal*Mart don't cut it. Climbing gym. Tourism information that focuses on 
outdoor recreation.  

I would take advantage of a "force field that rejects gym punks who know nothing about real climbing safety"  
I would visit a climber friendly cafe/bar. Perhaps a place where people might meet up and carpool to shelf for 
the day. 

ice cream 

If there was camping nearby, but not quite as crowded, I'd be all over that. 

indoor climbing gym 
It would be nice to know if there were a few decent restaurants/breweries and when they were open. This is 
mostly my fault and not the fault of Canon City itself. 

It's strange that there is nowhere in Canon that you can ever pick up the guide book. 

Nicer Restaurants, the good vietnamese closed :-( so did the nice coffee shop :-( 

No 

No. 

Orchards!! Farms!! Javernick family farms is awesome 
place where they would sell guidebooks. 
perhaps firewood is another potential money maker. 

Pool, hot tubs 

Pot shops 

Prison tours. I love a good prison tour.  

Real gear shops 

Rec center and showers (which may currently exist -- haven't checked recently) 

Sauna?? 

Shower, laundry 

Showers or hot springs 

Something other than Walmart. 

Swimming pool and public showers at a community recreation center. 

There isn't a climbing shop and that would be helpful. 
Yes. I would eat dank food if it existed in Canon City. The options are limited and the town shuts down pretty 
early. 
 
I would potentially do my grocery shopping there if there was a Mountain Mama's instead of Walmart, or even a 
King Soopers to be realistic. The City Market is out of the way. 
 
Would be great if there was a water refilling that was easily accessible. 
 
Other than that, I typically take care of things before leaving the springs, get gas/beer in Penrose, and 
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(ashamed to admit) stop in Walmart if I need any last minute things. 

	  
	  

Please	  share	  any	  additional	  thoughts	  you	  have	  regarding	  the	  current	  condition,	  
maintenance,	  congestion,	  or	  features	  at	  Shelf	  Road	  Recreation	  Area.	  	  

	  
Dogs and dog waste are terrible! It's commonplace to see free-running dogs, dogs fighting with each other, 
dogs running across gear, and owners fighting because their dogs were fighting. Enough is enough. The dogs 
should stay home. 
Dogs off leash are a huge problem. This is an unacceptable situation that gets worse every year. As a parent it 
is even more concerning because my child as had multiple terrible close calls and one dog bite, which the dog 
owner said was our fault even though his dog was off leash 
Dogs off the leash at the crags and in the campgrounds disrupt my experience at shelf road. I love dogs but not 
when their trying to eat my food and walking on my rope. 
First I am really happy to be able to fill in this survey! 
 
Shelf is amazing and should be enjoyed by all who come. The growing popularity especially in the late fall and 
spring has the parking lots and campgrounds bursting and people start to park and camp where ever they can 
and it's not good! Greatly increasing camping capacity at Sand Gulch and adding some parking in both areas 
would go along way to limit impact on the wilderness in the long run. Increasing the camping fee to $10 per 
night would not be an issue.  
 
Creating a new campground south of Sand Gulch up to 2 miles would also be acceptable but more sites at 
Sand Gulch would more desirable. 
 
The road alignment and grade to the Bank isn't an issue. I climb all winter long and only drive a minivan and 
never had a problem. The work involved to realign it to a lower grade doesn't seem worth the cost when other 
amenities need it more. 
 
Bringing in a water spout would also be a 'nice to have' but not mandatory. 
From my perspective the biggest issues at Shelf are noise pollution from groups playing music on portable 
music players and dogs off leash. Both have the potential to create safety issues while climbing and the later 
most definitely are causing significant impacts to the environment when they are left to roam freely, pooping 
wherever they may, and digging up the soil around the base of crags.  

Highest priority is installing 1-2 more vault toilets at the Bank Campsite! That line in the morning is awful. 
I appreciate all the hard work that goes into maintaining Shelf Road Recreation Area. As this area continues to 
be discovered and used by more and more people, I truly do believe that more camping and pit toilet facilities 
need to be installed.  
I believe wag-bags boxes are at trailheads. How to get more people to use them? I, and many friends, find 
irresponsible dog owners to be a problem. Snarling, eating other's food, peeing on gear, snapping at people 
(incl small children), tearing around off-trail (erosion), digging to comfortize bed (erosion). Dogs, in general, are 
OK, but owners need shorter leashes, in every sense. 
I can't complain much about the long lines or campsite shortages at Shelf since climbing has become 
mainstream. Don't change this place more than it needs to be. Put in more toilets and make more space for 
cars so that people don't trash the place. Other than that, its perfect. 
I feel like people are generally respectful but that crowds are starting to be a problem. Bathrooms at the access 
points/campgrounds and additional camping or a way to make a reservation would be my biggest request, even 
if it meant paying more for camping. 

I found a QuickDraw once. 

I have been going to Shelf Road for 5-6 years now and have noticed a serious increase in visitors the last 2 
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years. I am not sure increasing camping site is the solution as it will put additional stress on area. I am not too 
concerned about route crowding but I have seen scene at Cactus that worries me for the environment, many 
people and dogs especially 
I have not seen litter or vandalism but if it is there that is a problem! Friends of indian creek uses friendly signs 
to instruct users of appropriate behavior, I liked that. 
I love shelf. I think the trail markers are great.  
 
More info/kiosks about Leave No Trace 
and added campsites would be great.  
 
You could add campsites down near the large trailer parking areas. Plus you could have sites specific for 
camper vans so they don't take tent spaces.  
I love the climbing here and the partnership with land managers. The Bank campground and trails are great. 
Being able to walk to the cliffs is a huge benefit for campers. Having users park at the Bank parking lot is ideal. 
The only drawback I see is the lack of campsites on weekends. Otherwise, I think that management has been 
handled well. 
I love visiting shelf! I have always had great experiences here! Planning on going this weekend if the weather 
holds up! 
I really enjoy the primitive nature of Shelf Road, but feel that it is getting more and more busy during fall, winter, 
and spring each year for the past 5-6 years I've been climbing there. The area is huge, so crowds at the cliff are 
not a big problem, but parking and camping areas are becoming clogged on weekends, and this is causing 
much higher impact to the camping and parking areas. 
I think any "improvements" to Shelf, i.e. paved roads or fancier bathrooms, would only detract from the 
experience. I go down there for the climbing. I don't want paved sidewalks leading to climbs so tourists can 
stand too close and take pictures all day. I think the dirt roads and the trail systems are great as they are, as 
long as current maintenance levels are maintained. RMFI Does a great job every year with a weekend of trail 
work, but it would be great to have at least a couple weekends of that sort of work through the year. Just one 
weekend a year doesn't seem to be as effective as it could be.  

I think Shelf Road is currently managed very well.  
I think that the current number of visitors is OK for everything but camping. I worry about the climbing 
communities unwillingness to pay the small campground fees, unfortunately if we want rules followed we may 
need a campground host. More sites would help a lot but those cost $ to add!  
I would reemphasize the need for additional campsites and vault toilets. Also the road to the bank should be 
graded more often. (But kept in its current alignment.) 
I've been climbing at Shelf for over 10 years. It used to be my favorite climbing spot. I'm glad to see the 
increased popularity of climbing, but at the same time very concerned with the impact it is having. There are 
just too many people at Shelf these days. I don't have the answer for the overall problem. However, I will do my 
part by not climbing there as often :( 
In general, Shelf is a great place to camp and climb. But the popularity has grown so much that Cactus Cliff in 
particular has become a hotspot for newbies, people who don't know what they're doing, and families with 
toddlers. The only reason Shelf is still worth the drive is because it's big enough that it's fairly easy to get away 
from the crowds. The trails are in excellent shape, but some of the routes still have old bolts and anchors that 
could probably stand to be replaced. 
Its a Great place to climb, especially when the rest of the fronrang is under snow. However, everyone knows 
this and the place gets packed quick. With the relatively short routs, tons of bolts, and easy access ...it does 
feel like an outdoor gym. Putting in more camping, more parking would make the place much much too 
crowded. Thanks for your efforts to maintain the Shelf Road area. 
Just curious about information being given out. We own a yoga studio in canon and I'm curious about any 
thoughts on getting the word out to climbers. No worries if this is not the right format for that info.  
lets help put canon city on the map as the epic climbing destination that it is. tourism keeps this town alive! less 
prisons more climbing!! 
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Liked it much better when started climbing there in 90s. Too governed now. Those days are gone due to high 
popularity and use. Just don't feel the freedom there anymore. To many egos flying around. Seen to much 
stupid climber and personality conflicts/ drama as well. Live and let live folks!! 
Love Shelf have been climbing there for over 15 years. Thanks for caring about it. I Worry that we are loving it 
to death. Would like to see fewer to no dogs at the crags. Their presence takes its toll. 

Love the area, some improvements could make it even better.  
Maintainence to this point has been wonderful and trails are great. This and the fantastic quality of climbing is 
bringing more people (which is great) but now it is probably time to put in a few more campsites, esp. at the 
Bank and some impact signs around the parking areas, not the just campsites, for all the day trippers. Thank 
you for all your hard work at RMFI!! 

more atv trails are needed our tax dollars support this area too. 

More campsites would lessen the impact caused by people camping in areas not designated for camping. 
My concerns for vegetation and soil is from the overuse of the camping area. I noticed this at the Bank recently, 
where people, cars and tents were everywhere. I think that campground could use a doubling in size and more 
parking. 
 
Obviously, that would need to be balanced with how many people can realistically be climbing in the area at 
any given time.  
 
I think that there could be a significant amount of work yet to be done establishing belay ledges. For the most 
part I think these are okay, but over time with (potentially) increased use I think there could be some soil loss 
problems. See comment above referring to Smith Rock climbing area - a similar climate, climbing type and user 
group but significantly more established climbing sites in regard to the base of the crag. 
 
I think there's plenty of toilet stuff. Running water would obviously be awesome, but I don't think it's really worth 
the hastle as I've always never had a real problem not being able to bring enough water. 
 
One thing I didn't see addressed was bolting/gear. There is some anchors that I think could use some 
replacing, though for the most part it's all good! 
Overall, it is a well taken care of area. Ultimately, the responsibility for some of this upkeep should rest on the 
users... pack it in, pack it out.  

Parking areas fill up fast on nice weekends.  
People drive to fast. The speed limit on the main road needs to be enforced with stiff fines. Speed bumps need 
to be installed to slow people down. I have almost been hit head on when drivers use the wrong side of the 
road around hairpin curves. I live locally and can very seldom get a campsite. There needs to be a reservation 
system so it is fair to everyone 

Replacing old bolts should be or should continue to be a priority. 
Shelf is a great place to climb, but the shortage of campsites means it's not on my list of options if I'm only able 
to go over the weekend. Also, there are a lot of routes so one can always find an open climb - especially if one 
climbs above 5.10 and is willing to hike a little. 
Shelf is crowded, no two ways about it.  
-Great routes 
-easy approaches 
-great camping 
-great winter and shoulder season weather 
-reasonable drive time from denver/boulder.c springs 
 
however 
 
-there are a lot of routes...people congregate at cactus while it can be quite peaceful elsewhere even on a busy 
weekend 
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-campground appears to be too small to support user group...maybe this is intentional to protect resource 

Shelf road is like a Westin hotel compared to how fun it was in the 80's. Leave a tiny bit of wildness to it and 
cease any and all development/ increased fees and managemt.  

Some climbers have poor habits in regard to dogs, music and smoking at the crag 

Somehow, I've never been to shelf on a "busy" day, so most of my opinions are probably skewed. 
Thanks for the hard work to gather community perceptions and improve Shelf Road! I appreciate your efforts 
and hope to be involved in the future.  

The campsites could be made smaller to increase the actual number of sites. 
The gain in popularity of rock climbing has greatly increased as more gyms have opened and introduced more 
people to climbing. The lack of funds at the BLM has led to the inability to keep up with maintenance of a 
heavily used resource. The road up to The Bank gets graded, just be happy there is a road. The trails as a 
whole are in good shape, but the social trails are destroying the slopes around Cactus. Blocking social trails 
with rocks and dead trees will help. But also education and awareness is most important. I helped build those 
trails with the Access Fund in 2000 trying to prevent such an issue. However, with new and uninformed users, 
the short-cutting has become the norm. 
There needs to be an alliance between the BLM and the climbers to help improve the area. Having a cleanup 
weekend in coordination with the BLM may help. Consult with the BLM and ask what needs to be done or get 
approval for work needs identified and then get donation of time and resources from the climbing community to 
get work done. Repair tent pads, paint the toilets, build trails, etc. Do this in the spring while Shelf Road is still a 
popular destination and the weather is pretty good. The rebolting effort last winter was a success and greatly 
appreciated. 
In recent years I haven't been as much as I would have liked, but I have ceased camping because there aren't 
sites available by the time we are able to get down there on Friday night. I either do a day-trip or stay in town at 
a motel. 
To get around the crowds and loose dogs (which is a HUGE problem that you don't ask about) I avoid Cactus 
or climb harder routes. I think irresponsible dog owners is a larger problem than trash or vandalism.  

There are a lot of old school routes that should be re-bolted to make them safer.  
There are only lines for people who aren't willing to be flexible. There a lot of top rope groups on the easy to 
moderate climbs but if you are willing to move around this is not an issue. 
This fall when I have been visited Shelf on weekends, it has been packed. Every site full, loads of groups at the 
crag, and people camping anywhere and everywhere. It was a bit chaotic and overwhelming to see so many 
people.  
I am glad there is an initiative to improve this area to accommodate the influx of usage.  

too many people! 
We need more campsites NOW! 
We need more parking space NOW! 
We need more vault toilets NOW! 
When I visit Shelf, I know and accept that it's going to be busy and crowded, and just try to bring a positive 
attitude. Generally I find that other visitors are friendly, but I have had a few experiences with rude and 
thoughtless climbers. Along with any infrastructure improvements, I'd like to see more educational messaging 
around minimal impact behaviors. I'd also love to see dog owners being more responsible for their pet's 
supervision and clean-up.  
	  


